The loculated effusion persisted (Fig 2) . On April 17, 1987, the same dose of streptokinase was instilled into the pleural space below the loculated effusion via the chest tube, following which the tube was clamped. Forty-five minutes later, fluid was noted to seep out around the chest tube into the dressing, so the tube was unclamped; and over the ensuing hour, 3,500 ml of turbid, blood-stained purulent fluid drained out, with no discomfort to the patient A chest x-ray film Obtained the next day showed total disappearance of the empyema (Fig 3) . 
